YAMUNOTRI

Perched at an altitude of 3293 meters above sea level, Yamunotri is located
in the Uttarkashi district of the northern state of Uttaranchal. It is very
close to the Indo-Chinese border and is surrounded by the Himalayan
offshoots on all sides. Yamunotri, lies near the Bandarpunch Mountain,
which is 6315 m high and lies to the north. The glacial lake of Saptarishi
Kund, on the Kalind Parbat, at an altitude of 4421 m, 1s the real source of
the Yamuna River. Yamunotri is at a distance of 278 km from Dehradun,
236 km from Rishikesh, 176 km from Chamba, and 21 km from Sanya
Chatti. It remains cocl even during summers. The winters are snow-
bound and temperatures fall below 0°C. One is advised to carry light or
heavy woolens depending on the time of visit. Best season to wvisit is May-
June and September-October.




Yamtmotri, the source of the river Yamuna, is the western most shrine in the

Garhwal Himalayas, located on a flank of the Bandarpunch peak (the revered shrine

of Yamunotri, source of the shadow of the 6,315 mts high Bandarpunch mountain). It

constitutes one of the four most important pilgrimages, collectively called 'char dham'
of the Garhwal Himalayas.

Just like Gangotri (the place
where the river Ganges
originates) Yamunotri is the
place where the river Yamuna
originates. This pilgrim centre
is in the Uttarkashi region at a
height of 3233 mts above sea
level on the western side of the
Banderpoonch peak which is at
a height of 6316 mts above sea
level. The last bus stop is

Hanuman Chatti which is 14 kms away by foot.

The actual source of river Yamuna lies a further one km. ahead of Yamunotri, at an
altitude of 4,421 m, and the trek to this place is extremely difficult, so pilgrims
usually offer obeisance at the Yamunotri temple itself. Legend has it that a sage, Asit
Muni, used to reside at this secluded spot in ancient times. The chief attraction at
Yamunotri is the temple devoted to goddess Yamuna and the holy thermal springs at
Jankichatti (7 km. away). This ancient temple was made by the King of Tehri, Pratap
Shah in 1919. It is said that the temple of Yamunotri was built by Maharani Gularia
of Jaipur in the last decade of the 19th century. In 1923 this was destroyed, with only
the idols lett, and was rebuilt. It was once again damaged in 1982. A hot water pool
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