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Crofton resident
discusses health
" ™
of Beaver Creek
By JAKE LINGER
jlinger@capgarnews.com

Diick Lahn spoke in a soft voice,
bt he easily captivated the 15 ar so
people who stood in his driveway.

“Close your eyes,” he said. “Imag
ine — right where you're standing
— what this was like iIn the 1300s.
What was this spot like?™

Lahn a 45year Crofion residemnt,
was making an attempt to place his
visitors In a time and place where
land in presemt-day Crofion was
still heavily forested and devoid of
harmful chemicals such as pesti-
cides and carcinogens.

He was guiding his second towr of
the day earlier this month, escort
ing natare lovers from his single
family house on Harwell Avenue

I his backyard and
a
Creek separating Harwell homes
from the Tth grean at Crofton Coun-
iy Club.

Lahn and the cresk, which is part
of the Little Patuzert River water-
shed, were deemed a good partner-
ship by the commmnity's Sith an-
niversary commmittes  to
illmstrate the before-and-after effocts
of the county'’s stormwater manage-
ment.

“Everything in mv whole career
has been in environmental stuff”
said Lahn, who worked in the En-
virommental Divisiom at the U5
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Department of Justice and as a lob-
byist for the Sicrra Club. “T've kind
of been embedded in Anne Arandel
Connty and Crofton doing projects.”

The first part of the April 5 tour

was designed to show what still
needs o b dome to fally restore

Beaver Creek to the clean and flow-
ing stream it was when Crofton was
still in its nfancy.

Formerly buried drainage pipes
and tubes that firmel water from
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the golf course to the creek
have been exposaed and erod-
ad

Rocks beneath the inbes
that sarve as a landing zone
for the drainage are rust-col-

iron.

Lahn pointed out a couanty-
funded 200000 gabion — an
elaborate bunch of rocks and
cement bound with heavy
wire — that replaced a sink-
hole in his backyard follow-
ing a major thunderstorm
tW0 Fears ago.

He showed the group sew-
aral trees with expossd roots
caunsed by wyears of forceful
rushing water from the street.

“They're all coming down,”
Lahn said. “Tt's just a matter

of time. Thats the power of '

water — amazing.”

A sacond phase of restora-
tion efforts for Beawver Creek
have not been planned, Lahn
said.

He said the owverall cost to
restore the county's watelr-
shed — “based on the county
knowing what the condition
is everywhere in the county
and what can be restored”
— totals approximately $1 bil-
lion.

The second part of the
tour picked up farther down-
stream on Crofton Parkway
across from  Urby  Dirive,
where a 10-year, $550,000 wa-
tershed restoration project is
mostly complets.

Sen. Ed Reilly, R-Crofton,
helped procure the restora-
tion funding when he was a
member of the County Coun-
cil,

In 2012, Anne Arundel
County  began  imposing
stormwater foes, labelad by
opponents as a “rain tax”
that cost property owners be-
tween £34 and $170 annually.

According to Lahn, the

ored from water containing |gNe

significance of the county's
investment in Beaver Cresk
is the protection of the Little
Patazent River and the Ches-
apeake Bay.

Bestoration efforts included
varions “pools™  throughout
Beaver Cresk, man-madse
dams and coastal plains out-
falls carved and installed by
Annapolisbased Underwood
Associates,

Bty Mathew Cole, Statt
A sectlon of draln tlle deposits stormwater Into Beaver

Creak from Crofton Country Club.

“The more pools you create
here and the mors water vou
capture to infiltrate, the less
chemicals and pollutants go
downstream,” Lahn said. “It's
in everybody's interest.”

Lahn said the result of Un-
derwood’s restoration is that
the creek and its wildlife will
once again thrive and be kept
gafe from stormwater damage.

He said the cresk has been

RAINSCAPING

To leam more about Anne

Arurdel County's afforts to
reduce watar pollution, visit
WWW.rainscaping.org.

restored to its natural state.

MWancy Percivall, chair-
woman of the Crofton Villags
Garden Club's horticuliure
committes, said Lahn's tour
of Boaver Creolk was insight-
finl.

“Tt was very eve-opening.
I'm still learning.”

Lahn said it was loosely
decided abowt 25 years ago
that all the water in Crofton
shonld be referred to as Bea-
ver Creek. The name stuck
and peopls in the area went
with the flow.

There are beavers in Crof-
won, bt a constantly disap-
pearing habitat has Lahn
woltied

He sald he belisves mors
people should Enow not only
where their water comes
from, but also whers it's go-

A recent stormwater study
funded by the IS Fish and
Wildlife Foundation helped
determine ways in which the
community could help miti-
gate damage to Beaver Creek.

3t. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Parish installed a
rain garden and the £fth-
grade students at Crofion
Woods Elementary participat-
ed in a cwrb eutting, which
redirects stormwater from the
schools parking lot into the
wioods.

But living in closa prox-
imity to a body of water is
no prerequisite for showing
concern for the environment,
Lahn said.

“Evervbody lives in a wa-
tershed.” he =aid. “It's every-
whera ™
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