Hyderabad Trip 2009
Sumit Dutta

The Rivers of the World Foundation began its first mission in Hyderabad durindagy 2%p in India.
Foundation members Subijoy Dutta and Ram Koduri led the way, having arranged a site assessment of
the Musi River and seva appointments with interested entities to help coordinate the restoration of

the sites. Dick Lahn and Sumit Dutta, also Rivers of the World Foundation members, came prepared with
respective presentations on sustaining a local economy and on conduatitrgemental research with

college students.

The team arrived at the Rajiv Gandhi International Airport, an airport that is up to international

standards to such an extent that one would realize he is in India only by the presence of Telugu and

Hindi on tre airport signs. The oasis was apparently built quite south of the city of Hyderabad, and it
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Musi River which ran parallel to the road. The state of the river demanded interest, though it was dark

at night and thus a more complete site assessment was planned for the very next morning. The city

streets were fairly wll-kept by street sweepers.

The morning site assessment provided a great awakening to the status of the Musi River. Stopping next
to a bridge over the river in southeastern Hyderabad, the Rivers of the World Foundation team went
down to the river banks.He putrid stink on the roadside was identified to come from the burial of dead
chickens. The Musi River itself had a beauty that had perhaps been greater in the past. The volcanic rock
formations and patches of greens and shrubbery in the middle of tlee agided some elegance to the

sight, but destruction was all around. A team of construction workers was pumping out dark muddy

water from the bottom of the river bed to provide stable ground for a bridge that would be newly
constructed over the river. THdack water could easily be traced on its path downstream. These
observations provided some insight into the situation and spurred some ideas among the team

members. The site visit to the Musi River is depicted on Figures 1a and 1b below.
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Figure 1a: Visto the Musi River, Hyderabad.
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Figure 1b: Overall view of the areMlusi River, Hyderabad.
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One such idea of Ram Koduri was to maintain a vigilant watch guard at the road side next to the bridge
who can charge two rupees to pedestrian traffic orgimg drivers and provide them a clean restroom
and trash facility. This type of system would work well with targeting and thwarting the somewhat
common habit of throwing trash near the river banks and also excreting directly on the river side. The
Indianproblems are due to lack of adequate facilities and to a certain degree behavioral, but it is
certainly possible to rectify improper habits that have ecological consequences.

Figure 2: The Sewage Treatment Plant and Prospective Anaerobic Methane PowetiGe Plant
Constructed around June 2009.

The next stop in the middle of the day was a recently built sewage treatment plant. The plant was built
with several novel lovcost wastewater treatment technologies. There was also a substation, indicating
the intent to generate electricity by burning methane extracted from the sewage, but this component of
the treatment process was not yet functional. Several features for higher water quality such as sand
filtration were used. The Rivers of the World Foundatiesam saw perhaps the cleanest body of water

in Hyderabad at the treated wastewater pond.
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