To

    Shri Tarun Gogoi

     Hon’ble Chief Minister of Assam

    Dispur 

    ASSAM

Subject: Problem faced by Non-govt., non-corporate ,non-profit hospitals in Assam
Respected Sir,

                         We, the following signatories residing in USA and hailing from North East India in general and Assam in particular would like to place before you some observations and an appeal pertaining to health care in the State for your kind perusal and action.

                         First of all we would like to congratulate you for your attention to rural health care through various programs which have significantly improved the plight of the rural poor.

                          However,the state health service,which is the main  health care provider for the poor in society is overwhelmed by the sheer number of patients presenting in the various clinics and primary health care centers and even in medical colleges. Under this circumstance poor patients have no alternative but to rely on low cost hospitals as they do not have the means to go to high cost  nursing homes and corporate hospitals. This automatically increases the role of non-govt.,non-corporate,non-profit hospitals to supplement the role of government run health care facilities.  These hospitals which are exemplified by Red Cross Hospital,Silchar,Siva Sundari Nari Sikshasram,Sundari Mohan Seva Bhawan , Cachar Cancer Hospital,Karimganj Red Cross Hospital,Burrows Memorial Hospital in Alipore,Laback Tea Estate Hospital and Makunda Christian Missionary Hospital in Barak Valley are providing this low cost high quality care. We are sure there are numerous such hospitals in Brahmaputra Valley as well.  Apparently,some of these hospitals are facing closure because of some guidelines set by Assam Health Services Act recently. We are focusing our attention on Sundari Mohan Seva Bhawan in the suburb of Silchar as this institution was served with closure notice in December,2008.  We are particularly interested in this institution as we have been directly or indirectly involved in the development of this facility from a 24 bed maternity home from its inception in 1965 till 1990 to its present state of 48 bed hospital with department of Surgery ,Medicine,Gynecology,ENT,Urology and Pediatrics and visiting Orthopedic surgeon from Delhi along with 4 resident physicians in the premise. There is no question that to maintain high standard of care adequate guidelines should exist. However,because of the reasons stated below a few of the guidelines are logistically impossible to meet. They pertain to the matter of 1)Pathologist,2)Radiologist and 3)Nursing staff.  The guideline requires that each such institution should have a full time Pathologist and Radiologist.  On enquiring we found out that there are not sufficient number of Pathologists and Radiologists in the state to fill the vacancy. Moreover, hospitals of this size do not generate enough work for a fulltime  Pathologist and Radiologist.  Moreover,the question of maintaining a full time Radiologist and Pathologist with the meager income of the hospital comes as a big deterrent. Under this circumstance we appeal to you to amend the guidelines so that part time Radiologist and Pathologist may be engaged  by such institutions.  In regard to nursing staff the scenario is no different as the number of nurses produced by nursing schools are not sufficient to man the facilities particularly because a large chunk of the nursing pool gets engaged by the Government in the Rural Health  Mission. We are aware of the fact that since the Rural Health Mission was started this institution (Sundari Mohan Seva Bhawan) has  forfeited 4 ANM nurses to the mission.  Under this circumstance we request that until the shortage of nurses can be adequately addressed the nurses who are providing their valuable service now (who are not certified by Govt.) be allowed to take intensive short course training in turn in Govt .  Medical colleges to bring them at par with the certified nurses at least in their training if not in regard to the certificate.
                    We would like to thank you in anticipation for looking into this matter and considering our appeal so that the health care structure which is already severely strained (Particularly for the poor) does not deteriorate because of the reasons stated above

                                        
Sincerely,

                                                               
 CONCERNED  NRI’s HAILING FROM

                                                                                    

ASSAM

                                                                
 Signatures on file
Copies to:

1.Dr.Himanta Biswa Sharma

  Hon’ble Minister of Health and 

  Family Welfare

  Govt. of Assam

  Dispur,Guwahati- 781006

  ASSAM

2.Shri Gautam Ray
   Hon’ble Minister of border

   Area Development and Excise

   Govt. of Assam,Hailakandi,Assam

3.Shri Dinesh Prasad Goala 

   Hon’ble Minister of Urban Development

  Govt. of Assam

  Pailapool

 Cachar,Assam

4.Smt.Bithika Deb

  MLA,Govt of Assam

  Tarapur,Silchar,Assam

5.Shri Ajit Singh

  MLA & Parliamentary Secretary(Finance)

 Govt of Assam

 Udharband,Cachar Assam

6.Dr.Rumi Nath

  MLA Govt.of Assam

 Borkhola constituency

 Cachar, Assam

7.Shri Parimal Suklabaidya

  MLA Govt. of Assam

 Dholai Constituency

 Cachar,Assam

8.Shri Kutub Ahmed Mazumder

  MLA Govt. of Assam,Sonai Constituency

  Cachar,Assam

9.Shri Ataur Rahman Mazarbhuiya

  MLA Govt.of Assam,Katigorah constituency

  Cachar, Assam

10.Shri Kabindra Purkayastha

  MP (Loksabha),Govt.of India,Silchar Constituency

  Silchar,Assam

11.Shri Rahul Ray

   MLA Govt of Assam,Algapur Constituency
   Hailakandi,Assam

